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Annual Banquet  
Slated for 
Thursday,  

September 14, 2017 
Pattison Park Lodge 

Mark your calendars for our 74th 
Annual Meeting Banquet at Clermont 
County’s Pattison Park Lodge in Ow-
ensville. We are pleased to announce 
that our entertainment for the evening 
will be the Wave Foundation at 
Newport Aquarium.

The regional stormwater collabora-
tive, which Clermont SWCD is an 
active member, has worked with the 
Wave Foundation on a new mobile 
freshwater aquarium to bring fish to 
you. This program is nearing com-
pletion and will be on display at our 
meeting, so bring the kids.
The banquet will feature a catered 
dinner by A Taste of the Good Life 
of Union Township, who will be serv-
ing sliced roast beef and gravy and 
chicken broccoli alfredo as the main 
courses. A selection of assorted pies 
and cobblers will be offered for those 
with a sweet tooth. In addition to the 
great food, wine from O’Bannon 
Creek Vineyards of Wayne Town-
ship and beverages from Firehouse 

Brewery of Williamsburg will be 
available for your enjoyment.  
After dinner festivities include 
conservation awards, including our 
Cooperator and Educator of the Year.  
We will also be hosting a silent auc-
tion - come bid on an airplane tour 
of Clermont County and other great 
prizes - and as always, door prizes 
galore. 
Doors open at 5:45 p.m. with dinner 
at 6:30. Voting polls for the election 
of two SWCD Board Supervisors will 
remain open until 7:00 pm (see page 
2 for candidate bios).  Banquet tickets 
($12 for adults and $4 for children 
12 and under) must be purchased in 
advance. See the back page of the 
newsletter for the ticket request form.
With the wonderful program we have 
planned, we expect tickets to move 
fast. Don’t wait; order yours today!
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Conservation Quarterly

Our Mission:

“To promote the wise 
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The Shark Kart which is similar to the 
new program display.
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Dave Anspach
Dave Anspach grew up on the family farm in Owensville, where he and his wife Pam re-
side today.  Dave’s family has always practiced conservation on the farm, and his father 
Ray was the District’s Outstanding Cooperator of the Year in 1977.  Installed practices 
include a WASCOB, several drainage/ditching projects and utilizing no-till in their oper-
ation.  About 100 acres are rotated in soybeans and corn on the 125 acre farm.   
Dave has a B.S. degree in Business from Miami University, and worked for the Farm 
Credit Services Agency for 15 years, before serving as Clermont SWCD’s Administrator 
from 1990-97.  During his tenure with the SWCD, Dave helped oversee the development 
of a full-time education program and helped coordinate the development of the  Agricul-
tural Center complex and movement of the District offices to the fairgrounds facility in 1995.    
Dave has served on the Clermont County Park Board for 19 years, during which time he helped plan and direct 
the development of the new Chilo Lock #34 Museum and Visitor Center.  
In 2006, Dave rejoined the Clermont SWCD family as a Board Supervisor.  He is now completing his fourth 
3-year term on the SWCD Board and currently serves as secretary/treasurer. Additionally, Dave serves as the 
Area IV Director for the Ohio Federation of Soil & Water Conservation Districts.  Dave states that he would 
like to continue to use his conservation background and experience to serve the community.

Steve Phillips
Steve Phillips is a lifetime resident of Clermont County. He lives with his wife and family 
on their farm in Tate Township just south of Bethel. Steve attended the Ohio State Univer-
sity Agricultural Technical Institute in Wooster where he earned an associates degree in 
Agronomy. He has worked locally for Cargill for over 20 years. Steve and his family farm 
130 acres raising cattle, and growing berries and tobacco.  Steve has worked closely with 
the Clermont SWCD and NRCS staff to install numerous conservation practices on his 
land, including a spring development and solar watering device. Steve was the District’s 
Cooperator of the Year in 2008 and has served as a District Board Supervisor since 2009.  
Currently, Steve is serving as the Board’s president, and during his term, has traveled to 
Columbus to meet with our state representatives to discuss District programs and funding.

2017 Supervisor Candidates

Tim Rose
Tim Rose is the third generation of Roses’ to operate Ohio Pike Farms located in Bethel. 
Starting as a young boy and following in the footsteps of his grandfather and father, Tim 
has dedicated his life to agriculture and the farming industry. Seven days a week, rain or 
shine, Tim can be found at the farm working on jobs anywhere from checking crops to 
fixing equipment or simply helping his grandmother with any tasks she needs completed 
that day.  To say farming is a full time job for Tim is an understatement. 
Family is also a big part of Tim’s life and in his downtime he has not fallen short sharing 
the love of the land with his family. He is happily married to his beautiful wife Amber and 
will soon be the father of three children. His daughters love going to the farm with their 
daddy and taking as many tractor rides as possible. In the fall they can be found in the combine with him and in 
the summer they run around the barnyard tinkering with anything Tim might be working on. 
Tim’s passion and dedication for life and his farm shine through every day. He grew up learning the value of 
hard work and continues to work hard daily. He is well respected throughout the community and takes pride in 
building new relationships. He feels he would make a great addition to the Soil and Water Conservation Board.
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Mark your Calendars for the  
Great East Fork River  

Canoe Adventure
Come join us for a naturalist guided canoe adventure down the East 
Fork of the Little Miami River to search for beaver, wood ducks, 
turtles, and other aquatic wildlife. We’ll make a brief stop on the 
Wilson Nature Preserve island before ending at Sycamore Park. 
After the trip, grab a kick net and help us collect aquatic insects to 
determine the quality of the water in the river. Participants will be 
given a brief safety demonstration before entering the water. 

Saturday September 23, 2017
2 time slots for canoe trips: 

9:00-11:00 am      or      11:30 pm - 1:30 pm 
 

Meet at Sycamore Park 
*Preregistration is required. Call 513-732-7075 x-102 to register  

before September 23rd, spots limited. 
Participants must sign a waiver prior to the program. (No children 
under the age of 4 in the canoes please). 
Canoe Adventure program is co-hosted by the Clermont Soil and 
Water Conservation District, the Clermont County Park District 
and the Clermont County Office of Environmental Quality. The 
program is part of the Great Outdoor Weekend. Visit this website to 
learn more about Great Outdoor Weekend 2017. 
                  http://www.greatoutdoorweekend.org/

Board of Supervisors  
Election Procedures

County residents and property owners attending our 
annual meeting this year will find the voting proce-
dures for SWCD board members to be very similar 
to voting in the general election. Upon arrival at the 
annual meeting, attendees will be directed to the 
election registration table where election officials will 
have them sign their name in the voter registry.  Vot-
ers will then be given a ballot and proceed to a voting 
booth where they will mark their ballot and deposit it 
in the ballot box. Meeting attendance is not required 
to vote.
We will be electing two board members to a 3 year 

term commencing January 1, 2018. County residents 
and landowners have an additional option for voting 
for SWCD board members if they cannot attend the 
Annual Meeting. Residents may mail the enclosed 
request form, stop by the District office to request an 
absentee ballot, or cast their vote at the District Office 
beginning August 24th through 4:00 pm September 
14th, 2017. Absentee ballot requests by mail must be 
received in the District Office by 4:00 pm on Septem-
ber 7, 2017. 
There are special requirements for non-resident 
landowners and corporations. A notarized affidavit 
must be presented or on file prior to absentee ballot 
request. For more election and affidavit information 
call us at 513-732-7075 ext. 2.

Pasture Class to be 
Offered in Fall

A pasture class will be held on the eve-
ning of Wednesday October 4th with 
event location and time to be deter-
mined. Bob Hendershot, retired Grazing 
Specialist for Natural Resources Con-
servation Service in Ohio, will discuss 
management of cattle grazing operations 
and will lead a pasture walk. Pasture 
diversity, forage quality, livestock nu-
trition on pasture, soil fertility, layout 
and design, fence and water technology, 
economics, including alternative feeds 
and forage will be addressed. 
A follow-up event will be on Saturday 
November 4th at Green Acres Foun-
dation in eastern Hamilton County. 
We’ll be looking at some exciting new 
research at Greenacres Foundation with 
effects of grassland management on 
meat quality, viewing Temple Grandin’s 
designed cattle handling facility, and 
multi-species grazing.  The information 
for this event is still being finalized.
Grazing Management for cattle will be 
the primary focus, however, these prin-
ciples typically apply to other livestock. 
If you are interested in attending these 
grazing events, please call our office at 
513-732-7075 x-102 to register for these 
events and to get additional information 
once planning is finalized.
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Fertilizer Regulations  
Going into Effect

In June, 2014, Governor Kasich signed the agricul-
tural fertilizer applicator certification law (Senate 
Bill 150), requiring farmers who fertilize 50 acres 
or more to become certified by September 30, 2017.  
Under the certification law, fertilizer is considered to 
be any substance containing nitrogen, phosphorus, 
potassium, or other plant nutrient in a dry or liquid 
formulation.  Lime and limestone are not considered 
fertilizers.  
All application types (broadcast, side dress, sub-sur-
face, knifing, etc.) are included in the certification re-
quirement. The only application exempted is start-up 
fertilizers applied through a planter.  All certifications 
will be valid for three years. After the deadline, the 
Ohio Department of Agriculture (ODA) will conduct 
random record audits. 

Algae, especially hazardous algae blooms, across the 
state was the main reason for this law to be enacted. 
Aquatic habitat health, recreational value and drink-
ing water are inhibited by high nutrient amounts in 
our waters. This is a problem that affects everyone 
within the watershed where these issues occur. 

Nutrient problems are not just related to agriculture, 
we affect water quality at the household also. Any-
thing we apply to the landscape can be washed into 
our streams when not done properly. Nutrients from 
landscaping activities, failing septic systems, and 

erosion all can contribute to water quality degradation 
and lead to algae blooms in our water bodies. Re-
member, things that enter a stream are natural only if 
we don’t put them there (leaves for example). Below 
is a list of a few things that can be done to improve 
our water nutrient problems.

Landowner      
• Apply lawn and garden phosphorus according to 

soil test recommendations
• Don’t dispose of leaves or grass clippings in  

drainage ditches or stormwater basins
• Create buffer strips along ponds, rivers, streams 
• Clean up pet waste and dispose of properly
• Inspect and maintain home septic systems

Agriculture
• Apply fertilizer to crop fields according to soil 

test results and applied manure
• Prevent runoff of fertilizers by incorporating them 

into the soil and preventing manure runoff into 
streams

• Buffer strips/setbacks along ponds, rivers and 
streams

• Prevent erosion by incorporating conservation 
practices such as cover crops and crop residue 
management

Source: http://www.nutrientstewardship.com/4rs/

Calendar
Holiday (Office Closed)      Sept. 4
Monthly Board Meeting      Sept. 13 8am
Annual Meeting          Sept. 14
Great Outdoor Weekend      Sept. 23
Pasture School           Oct. 4
Holiday (Office Closed)      Oct. 9
Monthly Board Meeting      Oct. 11 8am
Forestry Open House          Oct. 25 3pm
Pasture Sch. Green Acres    Nov. 4 
Monthly Board Meeting      Nov. 8 8am
Holiday (Office Closed)      Nov. 10
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If your address is incorrect or you would like to be added / removed from our mailing list, please contact us at (513) 732-7075.

All NRCS / SWCD programs and services are offered on a non-discriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, religion, 
age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation and marital or family status.

Natural Resources Day Success
Fair goers were given the opportunity to meet (and play) with repre-
sentatives from the Clermont SWCD along with ODNR Division of 
Wildlife and Parks, Brown County Beekeepers, National Wild Tur-
key Federation, Clermont County Parks, Ohio Trappers, and USDA-
APHIS-Asian Longhorn Beetle experts during the Natural Resources 
Day held at the Clermont County Fair. Archery, BB-guns, reptiles, and 
other exhibits were on display along with our own stream table and 
paper recycling station for people to interact with. Thanks to every-
body who stopped in and made it our largest event to date.

Stocking Cool Water Fish
Stocking cool water fish such as trout, perch, or wall-
eye can bring added enjoyment to your fishing lake. 
Typically these fish are stocked in deep spring fed 
ponds in our region of Ohio. Cool water fish require 
more oxygen than the traditional stocked pond fish, 
so aeration is highly recommended. 

Landowners with smaller, warmer lakes can also 
stock these fish on a seasonal basis. They are typical-
ly stocked in the fall and are fished until early spring 
when the water begins to warm again. At this point 

the fish will typically die. Cool water fish stocked in 
this manner are typically “pan ready”, meaning they 
are harvestable sizes when stocked. If you are look-
ing for a fun option to put food on the table, this may 
be worthwhile.

Speak with a certified fish hatchery to determine 
if your pond will meet your expectations of a cool 
water fishery. Order early in the season to guaran-
tee shipment for when you plan to stock. If you are 
planning a family or community fishing party/tourna-
ment, this could add to the excitement of your event. 

Yellow Perch

Rainbow Trout

Forestry Management Open House 
Clermont SWCD, along with representatives from 
ODNR-Forestry, OSU Extension, and USDA are plan-
ning an open house to answer questions regarding 
private timber harvesting operations.
With the loss of ash trees across the region, many 
landowners are faced with difficult decisions on what 
to do with their properties. This opportunity will 
allow landowners to gain knowledge and meet forest-
ry experts that can assess their situation and provide 

guidance on how to successfully manage their proper-
ties. There will also be opportunities to speak with an 
urban forester on those properties with just a few or 
no trees.
Please stop by our office on October 25th between the 
hours of 3-7 pm. Obtain maps, learn about funding 
for timber management and invasive control (sor-
ry-still no ash tree removal funding), and threats and 
opportunities that could affect your forest.
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Clermont Soil and Water Conservation District
P.O. Box 549
1000 Locust Street, Owensville, Ohio 45160
Phone: 513-732-7075
www.clermontswcd.org
http://www.facebook.com/clermontswcd
http://www.twitter.com/clermontswcd

Request for Absentee Ballot
Clermont Soil & Water Conservation District

Please send an absentee ballot for the Clermont SWCD Supervisor Election that will be held at  
Pattison Park on Thursday, September 14, 2017.

*Please note non-resident landowners and corporations must have a notarized affidavit on file before requesting absentee ballot.
Name (print)  ____________________________________________________________________________
Address/City/State/Zip (print)_______________________________________________________________
*By signing this request, I confirm I am over 18 years of age and a resident of the county.

____________________________________________________               ______________________ 
Signature         Date

***This form must arrive at our office by 4:00 pm September 7, 2017.

Request for Annual Meeting Tickets 
September 14, 2017 Pattison Park, 2228 US 50, Owensville, OH

Name  _____________________________________________________
Address  ___________________________________________________
City  _______________________________ State______  Zip _________
No. Attending  _______  Telephone No. ___________________________
Amount Enclosed $____________________

Tickets are $12.00 for adults, $4.00 
for 12 and under.  Please mail 
check and order form to:
 Clermont SWCD
 PO Box 549 
 Owensville, OH 45160


