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HOMEOWNER WORKSHOP MAY 22ND! 

D 
on’t be caught unprepared, “The Green Menace” is coming 
soon to a home lot near you!  

The Emerald Ash Borer is an invasive 
pest of ash trees that is spreading at 

an astounding rate across the eastern U.S.,     
including the Tri-state area. The pest has been 
found in Hamilton, Butler and Warren Counties 
and it is expected to be found in Clermont County this year. The mortality rate 
for infested, untreated trees is nearly 100%, but there are some things that 
landowners can do to protect their ash trees and minimize the impact and 
cost of their tree losses!  

The Clermont Soil & Water Conservation District, Clermont County OSU Ex-
tension Office, Office of Environmental Quality and ODNR Division of For-
estry are sponsoring a free workshop for homeowners on May 22nd at the 
County Fairgrounds 4H Hall in Owensville from 6-8:30 pm. Dinner (grilled hot 
dogs) will be provided.  

Workshop participants will learn how to identify various ash tree species and 
distinguish tell-tale signs of Emerald Ash Borer infestation, including adult 
borers, larvae, tree damage, etc. Homeowners will learn about the latest 
chemical and biological control measures. Expert presenters will explore the 
costs/methods of removal vs. treatment and control, to aid participants in 
making sound decisions. Participants will receive handout materials that will 
include many useful resources like arborists and tree removal experts, local 
saw mills, quarantine regulations, useful web sites, etc. This is a must work-
shop for homeowners, don’t be caught unprepared! Call 732-7075 to 
register.    
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Rain Barrels Still Available!  
The Clermont SWCD has several 60 gallon plastic rain barrel kits in stock for the 
amazing wholesale price of $80 (actual retail price is $120)!  The 
terra cotta colored barrels are very high quality and come with 
spigot and nylon plugs required for simple operation.  Rain bar-
rels are great for storing rainwater runoff to irrigate your home 
garden or landscaping.  They also lessen the stress put on local 
rivers and streams by capturing rooftop runoff.  You can purchase 
yours today by calling 732-7075. 
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Co-op Student Joins the 
Stormwater Management  

Effort  
The SWCD has brought a 
Cincinnati State Technical 
College co-op Technician on 
board to assist the Clermont 
County Stormwater Manage-
ment Department in an on-
going inventory of the storm 
sewer system throughout the 
county.  We welcome Den-
nis Gels of Batavia, OH to 

the team. Dennis is a student of Environmental 
Water and Wastewater Management and will be 
assisting County staff in the collection of data and 
the mapping of the storm sewer systems in order 
to meet federal stormwater mandates.    

SWCD and Park District to 
Sponsor Rain Garden     
Workshop May 29th! 

Anyone who has an interest 
in building a rain garden is 
invited to attend a free work-
shop at  Pattison Park Lodge 
from 3-6 pm on Thursday 
May 29th.  A rain garden is a 
beautiful perennial garden 
designed to capture runoff 
from roofs and other impervi-
ous surfaces. The gardens 
can help solve drainage problems around the home 
and control the volume of  runoff and amount of pol-
lutants that  enter local rivers and streams.  The gar-
dens also provide excellent habitat for butterflies 
and birds.    

Workshop participants will learn how to design and 
install a rain garden and rain barrels in their home 
landscape.  After a brief indoor training session, par-
ticipants will go outdoors and help install an  actual 
rain garden at the Pattison Park facility.  A free Rain 
Garden Design Manual and dinner (grilled hot dogs) 
will be provided. Space is limited. Call 732-7075 to 
register.    

I 
f you have an interest in the Little Miami River, 
particularly the lower section of the river just 
north of Lebanon to the Ohio River, you are 
invited to attend a public kick-off meeting for 

the TMDL planning process sponsored by Ohio 
EPA and Little Miami River Partnership. TMDL 
stands for “total maximum daily load.” A TMDL 
plan establishes  pollutant load limits and load re-
duction strategies 
to help protect the 
river and bring it 
into attainment 
with Ohio’s Water 
Quality Standards 
and the Clean  
Water Act.  The 
meeting is    
scheduled for 
Thursday, May 
15th from 6:30-
8:30 p.m. at the 
Warren County 
OSU Extension 
Office at 320 East 
Sliver St. in   
Lebanon.     

Plan to Attend Lower Little      
Miami River TMDL Meeting 

Pond Vegetation and Algae 
Many different plants grow in and around the pond.  
They convert sunlight energy into organic materials; 
the basis for dissolved oxygen in your pond.  When 
there is an overabundance of plants, they become 
aquatic weeds.  Control of 
aquatic weeds can be 
tough, especially algae.  
There are two types of   
algae, filamentous and 
planktonic.  Filamentous 
is often seen as a yellow-
ish green mat on the   surface.  This algae starts life 
on the bottom of the pond and feeds on oxygen as it 
nears the top.  This occurs after very low levels of 
water allow the algae to be exposed on the bottom 
or disturbance causes it to break free from the bot-
tom and  circulate through the water.  Planktonic al-
gae is a microscopic plant floating in the upper few 

Filamentous Algae 

(Continued on Page 5) 



Page 3 

“Farm & Country Home Loans” 

       18848 S.R. 136 Winchester, OH  45697   

1-800-321-3013     1-937-695-0993  

www.e-farmcredit.com 

Operating, Livestock, Equipment, Real Estate Loans, 
Equipment & Facility Leasing, Home & Lot Loans, New 

Home Construction 

Kathy S. Conaway, Ag or Wendy Osborn, Consumer 
Financial Service Officers 

325 West State Street- P.O. Box 288 
Georgetown, OH 45121 (937)378-2212  

* These are paid advertisements, and inclusion in this 
newsletter should not be construed as a recommen-
dation of any advertiser or their products or services. 

Clermont Students Create  
Masterpiece for Conservation  

Soil & water conservation districts from all 88 counties in Ohio re-
cently sponsored local artists to compose artworks that exhibit the 
theme - “Soil and water conservation – Keeping Ohio’s land 
productive and water clean!” 

Locally, a group of students from 
Kim Ziebold’s Glen Este High 
School art class created a painting 
that depicted the use of           
community rain gardens and rain 
barrels to help protect Clermont 
County’s water resources. Thanks 
go to Mrs. Ziebold (far right in 
photo) and her students for helping raise awareness for protecting 
Ohio’s natural resources. All of the artworks will be displayed at 
venues throughout Ohio including the Riffe Center and other state 
buildings in Columbus.   

District Joins LMRP & Partners to 
Kick Off CREP Initiative 

T 
he Clermont SWCD, Clermont County Water & Sewer 
Dept., and Clermont County Commissioners are joining the 
Little Miami River Partnership, NRCS, FSA, ODNR and a 
host of other partners on a proposal that could attract 

nearly $50 million of federal funding to help protect the Little Miami 
River watershed. The funds would be used to put best manage-
ment practices on critical agricultural lands along streams. A takeoff 
on the traditional Farm Bill program CRP, a CREP (Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program) can provide higher incentive pay-
ments and targets the most vulnerable agricultural lands along 
streams.  Although these can be very productive farm lands, they 
are also subject to frequent flooding and excessive runoff and sedi-
ment loss, which can have a greater impact on stream quality than 
upland agriculture. The proposal process is very complex and could 
take nearly 18 months to complete. If USDA accepts the           
partnership’s proposal, the CREP program would be rolled out to         
landowners in the Little Miami River watershed shortly thereafter.      

Looking for a place to         
advertise your business? 

Give us a call!            
(513) 732-7075  



   Conservation Reserve Program  
Offers Assistance to Producers on Cropland 

The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) has many practices 
available for cost share on cropland.  Some of these practices in-
clude grassed waterways, filter strips, and wildlife borders.  
Grassed waterways are installed for protection of fields from ero-
sion and to provide a vegetated channel to carry surface water to a 
stable outlet.   Filter strips are another cost shareable practice that 
are designed to filter sediment and nutrients before entering a 
creek, pond, or drainage way by vegetating a strip of land along a 
crop field with perennial grass.  Wildlife borders are similar to filter 
strips in that they are vegetated along a field edge, but they are 
also designed for wildlife habitat enhancement.  All practices are reimbursed at 90% based on the state 
average cost list.  Besides the cost share that is reimbursed, there is also a one time incentive payment 
when you sign your contract, and an annual rental payment on the area that is being addressed for 10 or 
15 years, depending on the length of your contract.  Maintenance payments will also be made to help with 
upkeep of certain practices.  Signup is ongoing and applications are accepted automatically if land is 
deemed eligible, contingent upon the extension of the current farm bill, or passing of a new farm bill.  As of 
the date in writing this article, the farm bill is set to expire two days from now.  CRP is a program that falls 
under the farm bill provisions, and as long as there are extensions to the current farm bill or a new farm 
bill is passed, these cost shared practices will be available. 

If you would like to learn more about these practices and how they can benefit you and your land, please 
call Steve Anderson with Farm Service Agency at 513-732-2181 ext. 2 or Lori Hillman with Natural Re-
sources Conservation Service 513-732-2181 ext. 3.  We look forward to hearing from you! 
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Rains Trigger Landslides and Streambank Erosion in Local Area! 
Numerous landslides have developed in Clermont and surrounding areas 
this spring due to extraordinarily wet conditions which started last October 
and continued through April.  Over the last 6 months, the precipitation in 
southeast Ohio is 7.64 in. above normal.  Without a source of water,      
landslides do not occur in Clermont County. Water from precipitation, irriga-
tion, and runoff from roofs and impervious surfaces is the single biggest fac-
tor in triggering landslides.  

Clermont County has a substantial number of steep slopes that have soil 
conditions that are ripe for slides to develop. Below ground, just above the 
hard bedrock layer, there are layers of shale and then layers of clay soil above the shale.  The zone be-
tween the shale and clay becomes very slick when saturated with water. As the overlying weight of the 
slope increases (due to water saturation, addition of houses, streets, walls or other loads), the forces ex-
erted by the overlying load exceed the natural forces holding the soil in place, resulting in a slide. Slides 
can be very severe and happen all at once, or be relatively minor and occur slowly over periods of time 
(known as creep).  They can be totally natural in origin, but often are triggered by poor drainage and land 
use practices.  

Besides excess precipitation this year, the area was hit with some extremely heavy snow falls and the 
usual freeze/thaw cycles. The droughty conditions of last summer may have been a factor too, as large 
cracks and voids left in the soil made ideal conditions for abnormal saturation of subsurface soils.  All of 
these things combined to make it one of the worst years for landslides in recent 
memory!  

  

Top or “Scarp” of Backyard Slide in Miami Twp. 

(Continued on Page 5) 



A GRAZING SCHOOL is also being planned for August 5, 12, and 19 at Felicity Community Center from 
6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. each evening. 

The Ohio Grazing Schools are educational programs taught by the Natural Resource Conservation       
Service (NRCS) and The Ohio State University Extension. The schools serve three purposes: 1) educate 
producers in the art and science of grazing management; 2) transfer new technology in grassland manage-
ment to producers; 3) improve the producers’ ability to better manage the natural resources.  When land-
owners finish the three night course, they will have developed a Grazing Management Plan for their opera-
tion. The grazing management plan will outline the conservation practices and management needed on 
your farm to improve forage production and animal performance in a way that also protects the soil and 
water, and also can greatly improve farm profitability.  Cost is $20 and covers course materials including a 
“Pastures for Profit” binder from the Ohio Forage and Grassland Council.   

Please contact Lori Hillman at the Natural Resources Conservation Service at 732-7075 for more 
information and to register. 

Grazing Events Planned... 
 

 A PASTURE WALK  is being held the evening of June 2nd at Mark and Mary 
Hatfield’s farm in Felicity, and is being sponsored by the Clermont County Cattle-
men’s Association.  Bob Hendershot, Grazing Specialist for Natural Resources 
Conservation Service in Ohio, will be guiding us on a walk to discuss some of the 
problems that were encountered with last year’s drought, and will incorporate the 
following topics into his discussion:   Pasture diversity, Forage quality, Livestock nutrition on pasture, Soil 
fertility, Layout and design, Fence and water technology, Economics, including alternative feeds and for-
age. 

Register by May 27th at 732-7075.  Pasture walk is free, but numbers are needed for dinner. 
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These same  conditions were responsible for many wet basements 
and excessive erosion along steep stream banks this year.  Land-
owners should be alert for signs of landslides including cracks in the 
soil running perpendicular across the slope (especially along ridge 
tops or mid slope), leaning trees or utility poles, and bottoms or 
“toes” of slopes that have unexplained mounding of soil.  Refer to 
the Clermont County Soil Survey to see if you have landslide prone 
soils on your property and take precautions if you do.  Besides re-
maining alert to the signs above, landowners can do a number of 
things to help minimize the risks of a  landslide:  1) provide for 
proper drainage (don’t let downspouts, irrigation or other runoff 
empty directly onto a steep slope), 2) keep slopes vegetated to pro-
mote runoff and lessen slope saturation, 3) do not disturb or excavate any part of a slip prone slope (toe, 
mid-slope or top of ridge) without proper engineered stabilization.  For further assistance contact the Dis-
trict at 732-7075.   

(Continued from Page 4) Landslides 

This recent slide resulted in closing of Gaymor Rd. in 

Algae 
feet of water.  It appears as soup green, brown, or bright green colored paint split 
on the surface.  Copper Sulfate is one method of algae control.  Follow the label 
recommendations for best results and do not over apply.  

(Continued from Page 2) 

Planktonic Algae 



All NRCS / SWCD programs and services are offered on a non-discriminatory basis without regard to race, color, national origin, gender, 
religion, age, disability, political beliefs, sexual orientation and marital or family status. 

If your address is incorrect or you would like to be added / removed from  our mailing 
list, please contact us at (513) 732-7075 

Calendar of Events 

SWCD Board Meeting May 14 - 6pm 

Ash Borer Workshop                   May 22 - 6pm 

SWCD Office Closed (Holiday)  May 26  

Rain Garden Workshop May 29 - 3pm 

Pasture Walk  June 2  

SWCD Board Meeting June 11 - 6pm 

SWCD Office Closed (Holiday) July 4  
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Inside this issue: River Sweep A Success! 
On Saturday, April 26, 60 
volunteers braved the 
threatening rain and over-
cast weather to help clean 
up litter and debris along 
the East Fork of the Little 
Miami River at several 
sites throughout Clermont County: Stonelick State Park, 
Village of Batavia, Valley View, and East Fork State 
Park.  The 16th annual East Fork River Sweep resulted 
in the  collection of 4 (55 gallon) drums, a shopping cart, 
60 tires, several pieces of scrap metal, 56 (30 gallon) 
trash bags full of refuse, and many other miscellaneous 
pieces of household furniture and trash.  There were a 
total of 5 river miles canoed for clean up and several 
more miles of shoreline scoured on foot.  The afternoon 
turned out to be sunny and warm and the River Sweep 
turned out to be a success!  Many thanks to all of our  
volunteers, sponsors, and organizers.  We hope to see 
all of you again next spring!    


